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How does your
garden grow?

With automated sprinklers, hopefully well

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

New sprinklers being installed
in a downtown Eau Claire park are
designed to reduce water use when-
ever the weather does the job for
them.

Moisture sensors in a device con-
trolling automatic sprinklers at Wil-
son Park will shorten watering cycles
on overcast, cool or rainy days if the
grass, trees and flower beds already
are wet.

“What it does is look at weather
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conditions and monitors the cycle the
water is on,” said Phil Johnson, city
superintendent of park maintenance.

The city sets a time the sprinklers
will come on every other night. If the
controller’s weather station detects
moisture, the duration of those
watering cycles will be reduced. Dur-
ing dry spells, the controller cannot
extend watering periods, Johnson
said. They would have to be adjusted
by employees.

See SPRINKLERS, Page 2A
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RainMaster Lawn Systems employee John Stricklin dug around tree roots in Wilson
Park on Wednesday to install a new sprinkler system. The Eau Claire Parks, Recreation
and Forestry Department is paying $9,000 for the new equipment, and officials hope
weather-sensing technology controlling the sprinklers will save on water and labor.
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Spi‘inklers/ Volunteer work will be reduced

from Page 1A

The device is intended to reduce water
consumption in the park by about 40 per-
cent, he said.

The new system cost $9,000 from
the city Parks, Recreation and Forestry
Department’s capital improvement bud-
get, which is a 50-50 mix of city general
fund dollars and hotel room tax reve-
nues. It’s just one project in the $300,000
annual budget for park improvement.

Wilson Park’s new sprinklers also are
expected to reduce the workload for park
employees, who will be stretched thinner
this summer than before.

“We’re not hiring people that normal-
ly would be hired in a very busy time for
us,” Johnson said.

Budget cuts eliminated 12 of the 22

to 23 positions usually hired for June
through August for park maintenance.

New sprinklers also will reduce work
for volunteers who started planting flow-
ers last year at Wilson Park located
downtown.

Between 6,000 and 7,000 flowers were
planted in 2007 by the Clover Express 4-
H Club of Altoona.

“There was a lot of time spent water-
ing down there,” said Dawn Kroehn, an
adult co-leader of the club.

A different volunteer family tended the
new flower beds each week, which usual-
ly meant a few trips to the park for water-
ing and weeding.

The new “smart controller” system
will be a huge improvement from volun-
teers spending about two hours to run
hoses, set up sprinklers and water the

park, Kroehn said.

The club expects to plant up to 7,000
plants again this year to replace last
year’s annuals and add to the flower
beds, she said.

The system at Wilson Park is the first
being installed in a city park and the only
one currently in their capital improve-
ment plan. If the new system proves
cost effective, Johnson said the Parks,
Recreation and Forestry Department
might propose expanding it to other
parks.

“Hopefully we can use this in all of our
park systems that are using city water for
irrigation,” he said.

Dowd can be reached at 833-9204, 800-
236-7077 or andrew.dowd@ecpc.com.
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